
 
Well we started the 2010 the Right Way 

POLAR BEAR RUN  
 

What a way to start off the New Year! We had a wonderful trip on New 
Yearôs Day with 24 motorcycles. It was great to see so many cycles in a row 
headed down Highway 7 South. Dave Scott keeps telling me how the 
weather is so great in Az., but he does not have his motorcycle and is not 
riding. I hope that we all can ride just as soon as the cold weather leaves 
us. 
It has really been cold, but that should not prevent us from 
visiting other Chapters and see what they are do-
ing. We can meet new friends and then re-
new that friend- ship when we see them at the rally 
or a chapter event.  
We really have a lot of opportunities to ride in 2010 -  just look at the calen-
dar. We had a great brain-storming meeting on things to do and rides to 
make. Our Chapter really has a lot in store for everyone. Donôt forget the 
Marshall, TX. Rally and Lafayette, LA. Rally is just around the corner; get 

your motel room now so we can ride south. Also, just a reminder that the Morrilton, AR GWRRA training 
sessions are coming up and it would be great for everyone to try to go to GWRRA Level 4. See you on 
the highway ridingé.Richard and Jean Penuell 
 
Valentineôs Day is on a Sunday this year but Chapter Eôs Valentine Day dinner will be held on 
February 11 at 6:00.  What a great time to take your sweetheart out for dinner.  We will be dining 
at the Via Roma Restaurant, 1521 Malvern Avenue in Hot Springs.  The owner/manager is Adri-
ano Pricop, a true Italian.  The restaurant serves veal, beef, chicken, fish and pasta dishes as 
well as salads.  Iôve been told their desserts are to die for:  tiramisu, vanilla and chocolate cream 
bruleeô, canolli and New York cheesecake.  A full bar is also available. 
 
Make your plans now to attend Chapter Eôs Valentine Day dinner.  It is a white tablecloth restaurant so ap-
propriate dress is recommended.  
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February 
¶ Feb 11 - Valentineôs Dinner 

March 
¶ Mar 1- 8 - Daytona Bike Week-Barber Vintage 

Motorsports MuseumðDan Gruben  

¶ Mar 12ðForty to Phoenix-Greg McKinney-870-
799-8570-ride across country 

¶ Mar 25 ï 27 - Region H Rally, Marshall, TX   

April 
¶ April 8-10 - Louisiana District Rally, Lafayette,  

¶ Apr 16-18  - Rider Ed in Morrilton ïJoe Dowd 

¶ April 24 - Hub Trip,  Dennis Hintz · 

May 
¶ May 6-8    Texas District Rally @ Killeen, TX  

¶ May 14-16  - Niehaus Appreciation Days/Poplar 
BluffðDan Gruben 

¶ May 22 - Chapter L Toad Suck Rally 

¶ May 27 ï 29 - District Rally ï Rogers 

June 
¶ Mt. View, Blanchard Springs Caverns,ð over-

night, Tom Templeton  

¶ June 7-12, Mon ï Sat ï Americade Touring 
Rally, Lake George, NY,--Charlie Stockton  

¶ June 12 - Chapter D - 25 Year Rally, Jones-
boro, AR 

¶ Northern New Mexico and Southwestern Colo-
rado trip sometime in JuneðJoe Dowd 

July  
¶ June 30 ï July 3 - Wing Ding 32 in Des Moines, 

Iowa 

¶ Northwestern US tripðDan Gruben 

August 
¶ Picnic on the lake, boating 

¶ Aug 20-22  Mt. View Bike Rally, Dennis Hintz, 
stay at Jacks on the river 

September 
¶ Sept 11 ï Chapter J Rally, Hobo Fest, Russell-

ville 

¶ Sept 18 ï Progressive Dinner 

¶ Wounded Warrior Ride  

¶ Sept 24-26  Wings over the Smokies, Fletcher, 
NC  

¶ Sept 24 ï 26 AMA Superbike/Barber Mor-
torsports, Birmingham, AL 

¶ Sept 29 ï Oct 2  Bikes Blues and BBQ in Fa-
yetteville 

October 
¶ Oct 7-9 - OK District Rally, Muskogee, OK 

¶ Oct 8-10  Branson Trip 

¶ Oct 16 - District Memorial Picnic, Little Rock,  

December 
¶ Dec 4ðChapter Christmas Party  

¶ Dec 11 - District Toy Ride, Little Rock  

¶ Dec 11 ï District Christmas Party 

 

The following is a new addition to our newsletter.  These are the activities scheduled for 2010.  As you can see, we 
had a very productive mtg.  We plan to have many events that will be FUN-FILLED.  If you are interested in any of 
these events, please see the person indicated so we can plan effectively.  If some of these events do not generate 
interest, then they will be cancelled.  Remember, this is your Chapter and participation is what lets everyone have 
fun. 
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On Jan 19,2010 the GWRRA staff held a mtg on 
the Trip Plans for 2010 

 
Attendees:  Richard, Jean, Valerie, Don, Laurie, 
Dan, Sylvia, Dennis, Mila, Charlie, Cheryl, Joe, and 
Tom. 
 
The following topics were discussed: 

 
¶ Our Chapter will not hold a Chapter Rally.  

It was decided due to the work/benefit ra-
tio.  It takes a lot of work and the benefits 
do not outweigh the work.   

¶ Richard, Dan and Charlie will attend the 
Antique Car and Bike rally mtg at the 
Landers Harley-Davidson shop on Wed 
Jan 20.  The objective is for all the bike 

organizations to come together to promote 
their association. 

¶ Dan & Sylvia brought up the point 
that GWRRA is not a club but a 
Chapter.  When you join GWRRA, 
you join all the Chapters within 
GWRRA.  You do not have to join 
the individual Chapters in addition to the 
GWRRA Main Headquarters. 

¶ Valerie read the email from the Ft Worth 
Chapter about how much they enjoyed the 
TXARK ride we had with them to Petite 
Jean.  They said that they can't wait till 
warmer weather comes so they can visit us 
again.   

¶ Dan suggested that we invite various 
Chapters up here to RIDE SLEEP EAT.  
They will come up here and we will host 

the members in our homes, take them for 

rides around AR and have one heck of a 
good time. 

¶ During the months of Jan, Feb, March it is 
imperative that when we have our mtgs at 
Hesters Restaurant, all our members park 
at the US Bank next door.  This is because 
of the Oak Lawn Racing going on.  Hesters 
lets us have our mtg there at no cost.  We 
do not want to jeopardize loosing this mtg 
place, so please park next door.  

¶ Richard has been asking the owners of the 
places we eat at, whether it be a MTE or a 
staff mtg, to donate a gift certificate for 
their restaurant.  He has gotten 3 certifi-
cates so far. These gift certificates are 
used for our 50/50 raffle. 

¶ Valerie reported that the NL will be re-
invented.  There will be a new "Calendar of 

Events" page that will show the planned 
events for the whole year and a person 
to contact for this event.  We will have 
more people write up articles on the trips 
that we plan.  That way everyone will get 
an idea of what the trip will be like.  By 

reading this in the Feb NL, you already 
have seen some of the NL changes. 

¶ Cheryl reported that she has many shirts, 
hats, etc that are still available for sale. 

¶ Laurie suggested that sometimes instead 
of a MTE, we have a "Meet to Bowl" or 
some such other activity instead of just 
going to a restaurant.  In the summer, 
when we have more daytime, we will still 
go on rides before we eat.  Have no fear, 
we will still meet AND EAT.  The eating 

part will remain. 
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This was our 10

th
 Annual Polar Bear 

Ride and one of our better ones.  It 
was properly cold (33 degrees) but 
bright and sunny.   
 
We left Starbuckôs on schedule with 23 
bikes and one car; a total of 43 members.  
The sun was up and we all knew that the 
day would get warmer (and it did).  At 
Lake DeGray State Park we were joined 
by 2 guests from Murfreesboro, for a total 
of 45 GWRRA members.  Rick Bradley, 
Restaurant Manager, and I previously 
agreed on the menu.  He set up a buffet 
line for us with a full meal, to include the 
black-eyed peas, cabbage and cornbread.  
Yes, life is good when a plan comes to-
gether.  Much talk and lots of laughter was 
in order that day.  
  
That morning as I was watching all of the 
bikers riding in I remembered another Po-
lar Bear ride several years ago when the 
skies were not bright and sunny.  The 
weather was cold and drizzling, about 37 
degrees.  I thought no one would show up 
on such a bad riding day.  But, to my sur-
prise, we had 19 bikes and I donôt remem-
ber how many people.  My thoughts were  

 
maybe we shouldnôt be doing this 
today so I made the announce-
ment, ñall of you who want to cancel 
this ride and just go home, itôs okay 
with me if you leave.  Thanks for 

coming.ò  I stood there waiting for that first 
bike to mount up and leave, but no one 
moved.  I was shocked.  I had planned on 
being the second bike out of there since I 
could not or would not be the first.  Fortu-
nately the drizzle stopped just as we left 
the Hot Springs city limits and the day 
turned out great.  Why is it that in the mid-
dle of winter when itôs cold or wet or both, 
this chapter has itôs largest turnout every 
year.  We are a very special and unique 
chapter!  
 
Thanks to everyone who came to the Po-
lar Bear Ride.  Itôs a great way to start out 
the New Year and makes a promise that 
we will use those magnificent machines 
more in the coming year. 
 
Watch for announcements concerning 
more rides in 2010. 
 
 Dan Gruben 
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Polar Bears 

Must EAT  

Sylvia is tired of the 

heavy ñbody suitò 
What a HAM!  
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